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CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This assignment guidance is intended to assist tutors and candidates to understand the requirements of the assignment criteria. It includes some examples of ways to meet
the criteria. Tutors and candidates will be able to apply knowledge and understanding to provide relevant and detailed information.  

This guidance does not indicate the requirements for a specific grade.
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Unit 1 – Teaching and learning in schools

Assignment task: What do I have to do?

You are working as a teaching assistant in a school.  Your role is to provide support to the teacher to deliver the curriculum to children and young people in one of the
following age ranges:

• 0 – 3 years or
• 3 – 7 years or
• 7 – 12 years or
• 12 – 16 years

Choose ONE (1) age range

In your everyday work you use your knowledge of the development of children and young people to plan and evaluate learning activities which relate to the appropriate
curriculum, observe children and young people and support them through key transitions in their lives.

Choose ONE (1) area of development in which you can identify activities that will support learning:

• physical development

• communication development

• intellectual development

• social and emotional development

• behavioural development.



In your role as a teaching assistant the teacher has asked you to provide information relating to your chosen age range about:

• your chosen area of development

• two activities which will support learning in this area of development

• strategies to ensure learning in one of the activities

• the reasons to use observations

• the importance of play opportunities

• transitions which children and young people may experience

• the relationship between the roles of the teaching assistant and teacher.

Your completed work should not exceed 2,000 words. There is no lower word limit. Work that is more than 10% above the word limit will not be marked. References
and quotations within the text are not included in the word limit.
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Unit 1 – Teaching and learning in schools

Assignment Guidance 

P1

Criteria Description Guidance

State the chosen age range and area of development AND
describe the development of the children or young people in
this chosen age range.

Clearly identify ONE (1) of the age ranges from 0 – 3 years, 3 – 7 years,
7 – 12 years or 12 – 16 years.
Choose an area of development from physical development, communication development,
intellectual development, social and emotional development OR behavioural development.
Write about the main stages of this area of development within the chosen age range e.g.
physical development for children aged 3 – 7 years. The main stages of physical development
for children aged 3 – 7 years are.....

P2 Identify factors which may affect this chosen area of
development.

List several factors that affect the area of development chosen in P1 within the age range
chosen in P1. Factors could include additional learning needs, home life and other relevant
factors.

P3 Describe how this chosen area of development affects other
areas of children and young peoples’ holistic development.

Give examples of how the area of development chosen in P1 affects other areas of
development for children in the chosen age range e.g. regular exercise and opportunities to
develop physical skills can promote self-esteem and social and emotional development by......

P4 Describe TWO (2) activities which will support children or
young peoples’ learning in this area of development.

Select TWO (2) activities which are suitable for children or young people within the chosen
age range for the area of development chosen in P1. Write about BOTH activities in a way
that shows how the activities can contribute to learning in the area of development. Examples
from experience in classrooms may be used.

P5 Select ONE (1) of the identified activities in P4
Describe how the teaching assistant can support children or
young peoples’ learning in this activity.

Choose ONE (1) of the activities identified in P4. Write about ways the teaching assistant can
help children or young people’s learning from this activity e.g. by praising pupils’ efforts the
teaching assistant can promote self esteem and help to increase each pupil’s confidence to try
this activity which involves learning about.....

P6 Explain how this activity relates to the appropriate curriculum. Provide details about how the activity chosen in P5 links to the curriculum used in the country
where you are studying, for the children or young people in the chosen age range.

P7 Give reasons why the teaching assistant should observe
children and young people regularly.

Give more than one reason, relating to the chosen age range, that clearly shows why it is
important that the teaching assistant observes children and young people regularly e.g.
regular observations which help the teaching assistant to stay aware of children’s changing
interests or to monitor behaviour to support learning and development.
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Assignment Guidance – Continued 

Unit 1 – Teaching and learning in schools

P9 Describe how the teaching assistant might support a child or
young person through a transition.

Write about the ways that a teaching assistant can help a child or young person during
transitions such as starting a new setting, moving classes, moving house, family changes,
entering the work place or college. Ways should be suitable for the chosen age range and can
include the teaching assistant supporting the child during discussions, visits, researching
opportunities.

P10 Include references and a bibliography. Include at least TWO (2) published references within the text AND provide a list of books,
articles, magazines or websites in a bibliography at the end of the assignment. See the current
Finding the Level and the compensatory marking scheme for additional guidance.

M1 Explain the role of the teaching assistant in motivating children
and young people and ensuring they stay on task.

Provide details with reasons about how and why the teaching assistant should promote
children and young people’s desire to learn and their interests as well as helping them to stay
on task e.g. the teaching assistant can encourage children by providing activities that the
children are interested in….. The teaching assistant can break tasks down into smaller steps
in order to help children concentrate on the task.

M2 Explain how the teaching assistant can use observations to
support the teacher.

An extension of P7. This should focus on how the teaching assistant can help the teacher. This
may include the teaching assistant keeping records from observations that the teacher can
use in planning and assessment or the teaching assistant having different opportunities to
observe progress during small group activities.

D1 Explain the responsibilities of the teaching assistant in
maintaining an effective relationship with the teacher.

Provide details which give more than one aspect of the responsibilities of the teaching
assistant in maintaining an effective relationship with the teacher e.g. responsibilities such as
maintaining confidentiality/teamwork/planning can be maintained by.....
The explanation needs to consider the teaching assistant’s responsibility to foster an effective
relationship. This may involve consideration of reasons why relationships may be less
effective.

Criteria Description Guidance

P8 Explain why children or young people in your chosen age
range should be given opportunities for play.

Give more than one reason why children or young people in the chosen age range should be
given opportunities for play e.g. play encourages children to practice life skills such as making
choices and decisions.....
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Unit 2 – Effective communication within a safe environment

Assignment task: What do I have to do?

You have been asked to produce an information file with the title:

‘Effective communication within a safe environment’

This information file is to support your own work in a school setting. The file should include information about:

• legislation, policies and procedures for keeping children safe

• effective communication with children and adults

• team work and improving practice.

Your completed work should not exceed 2,000 words. There is no lower word limit. Work that is more than 10% above the word limit will not be marked. References
and quotations within the text are not included in the word limit
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P1

P2

Key legislation which supports practitioners to keep children
safe.

Identify by listing or naming some of the main laws that underpin the provision of healthy, safe
and secure environments for young children. Give the full title and date of each law such as
The Health and Safety Act 1974.

Why it is important to follow the policies and procedures in
schools which help to keep children safe.

Give reasons to follow the policies and procedures, such as, meet the requirements of
legislation; maintain health and safety; understand emergency procedures.

P3 The behavioural changes and physical indicators which may
be signs of child abuse.

Give more than one example of the behavioural and physical changes which may be signs of
child abuse. Show an understanding of the four main types of abuse and the signs which may
indicate abuse e.g. a child who shows aggression in role play situations, a child who clings to
an adult for affection.

P4 Strategies which the teaching assistant and teacher can use to
encourage children to keep themselves safe.

Give more than one clear strategy for encouraging children to keep themselves safe.
Strategies could include how to manage risk and challenge, empower children to develop
independence and the skills to make reasoned judgements e.g. children may feel able to keep
themselves safe when they build a trusting relationship with known adults because……

P5 Strategies the teaching assistant might use to encourage
positive behaviour in the classroom.

Give more than one strategy to show how to encourage positive behaviour such as praise,
distraction, consistency. Practical examples involving following the setting’s policies and
procedures may be given.

P6 Key features of effective communication with adults AND
pupils.

Give the main factors that make communication effective with all adults in the setting AND with
pupils. Features of communication with pupils should be age-appropriate. Relevant practical
examples could be given for adults and pupils e.g. when listening to pupils give them time to
say what they want by…..

P7 The skills needed to be an effective team member. State the professional skills such as being self-aware, reflective, showing interest, reliability,
flexibility and openness, valuing and respecting everyone e.g the ability to follow instructions
is a skill which contributes to being an effective team member…..

P8 The benefits of team discussions. Identify or list a range of benefits of sharing information with colleagues such as benefits to
self, other team members, parents and children. Benefits could include keeping children safe,
planning and organisation, improving outcomes for children.

Unit 2 – Assignment Guidance 

Criteria Description Guidance
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P9 The ways that teaching assistants can obtain information to
help them to improve their practice.

Give a variety of sources of information for improving own learning and performance. Include
ways to improve practice such as peer observations, use of PDPs, how to use feedback, use
of reflective analysis and self evaluation e.g. teaching assistants can improve their practice by
asking for feedback on their performance to……

P10 Include references and a bibliography. Include at least TWO (2) published references within the text AND provide a list of books,
articles, magazines or websites in a bibliography at the end of the assignment. See the current
Finding the Level and the compensatory marking scheme for additional guidance.

M1 Explain the main differences between communicating with
adults and communicating with pupils.

An extension of P6. Show how to use different methods of communicating and the different
purposes of communicating such as communication with pupils which often involves trying to
teach something and how this would differ from trying to explain something to an adult.
Differences such as level of language and preferred method of address might be included.

M2 Explain how pupils’ abilities to communicate may affect their
behaviour in the classroom.

Think carefully and write about pupils’ different abilities to communicate and pupils such as
those with communication difficulties and bilingual children. Effects may be that children are
frustrated or lack confidence and self esteem. Explanations should show positive and negative
aspects of behaviours according to children’s abilities to communicate e.g. a child who has a
speech delay may..…, however a child who has a wide vocabulary may…..

D1 Explain why teaching assistants should continuously develop
and improve their practice.

Give reasons such as the benefits to all pupils by helping them to meet their full potential; to
relate to legislation, policies and procedures; to follow developments in current practice; to
provide the best environment for children to develop independence in learning. The
explanation could consider the role of reflective practice.

Assignment Guidance – Continued

Criteria Description Guidance


