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Note: 
The report relates to the externally assessed component of qualifications. 
The data included is examination entries and not qualification achievement rates. 
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External Assessment by MCQ test 

Qualification  QCA 500/5466/1 CACHE L2 Award/Certificate/Diploma in Playwork (DP-L2) 
 

 
Academic 
Year 

No of candidate 
entries 

% pass 
rate 

No of grade % percentage grade 

Pass Refer Pass Refer 

08/09 86 100 86  100  

The L2 Diploma in Playwork was launched in January 2009 to prepare learners to work in a supervised capacity in a variety of play settings, 
after-school provision and other environments where children play. The Certificate level external assessment covers the legal responsibilities 
for playworkers but as there is a strong link of theory to practice throughout the qualification, candidates use their playwork practice well to back 
up their knowledge and identify many of the correct responses. 
 
Candidates clearly understood the different areas of legislation and could apply them to a wide variety of examples of playwork activities, to 
common situations, to safeguarding and in the wider contexts of the day to day influences on the lives of children and young people.  
Candidates sometimes had difficulty in differentiating between situations which they can deal with in various ways and those which should be 
referred to a senior playworker and often opted for referral to a senior playworker rather than analysing their possible role.  
 
These early results showed accurate interpretation of the learning outcomes by tutors and a sound base of knowledge and understanding 
related to playwork practice in candidates. 
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External Assessment by Examination 

Qualification  QCA – 100/1648/X CACHE L2 Certificate in Playwork (CPW/04) 
 

 
 

Academic 
Year 

No of candidate 
entries 

% pass rate No of grade % percentage grade 

Pass Refer Pass Refer 

07/08 1649 89 1468 181 89 11 

08/09 98 100 98  100  

This qualification is no longer available for registration and the small number of candidates is mainly those who were referred initially and who 
were required to improve only a particular aspect of their assignment; this is reflected in the pass rate. The criteria for this qualification and the 
errors which candidates often made have now become well known to the tutors who can guide candidates to ensure that they fully complete all 
aspects e.g. that procedures for both accidents and emergencies are covered. 
 
All candidates showed a generally sound understanding of the basic principles of working with children and young people in the playwork 
context. 
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External Assessment by MCQ test 

Qualification QCA – 500/1367/1 CACHE L3 Award/Certificate/Diploma in Playwork 
 

 
Academic 
Year 

No of 
candidate 
entries 

% 
pass 
rate 

No of grade % percentage grade 

Pass Refer Pass Refer 

07/08 593 84 498 95 84 16 

08/09 454 67 317 137 70 30 

The external assessment by MCQ test provides the assessment for the Award level, Unit 1 of the qualification.  This provides an introduction to 
playwork, to managing a playwork setting and to the values, professional context and key aspects of playwork practice.  Within this unit 
candidates need to develop an understanding of playwork theory including the application of Playwork Principles in the practice context. 
 
Most candidates have responded well to questions relating to the role of the playworker and to playwork practice and activities and some 
cohorts of candidates have shown a greater depth of understanding of playwork.  However an increasing number of candidates have selected 
the early years or generic options within questions instead of the specific playwork options. More candidates seemed unable to identify 
Playwork Principles or to apply these in context and frequently they have been unable to demonstrate accurately key playwork knowledge such 
as play theories, play types, play spaces and behavioural modes.   
 
The main requirements to achieve this unit are that candidates are able to show a clear understanding of the discrete nature of playwork and 
are able to differentiate playwork from other provision for children and young people.  If candidates are able to this they should be more 
successful in the assessment for this unit and Award. 
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External Assessment by Assignment 

Qualification QCA – 100/1732/X CACHE L3 Diploma in Playwork (DPW/04) 
   

 

Academic 
Year 

No of 
candidate 
entries 

% 
pass 
rate 

No of grade % percentage grade 

A B C D E Refer A B C D E Refer 

07/08 211 79 32 19 66 22 27 45 15 9 31 10 13 21 

08/09 19 68   9 3 1       6   47 16 5 32 

This qualification is no longer available for registration and candidates have been those who were completing the qualification. Overall, the 
criteria for this qualification are well known by the tutors in the playwork field and scripts have been presented at a similar standard to previous 
series.  
 
Although there have been some weak scripts in terms of sufficient evidence to meet criteria requirements, candidates have often demonstrated 
some understanding of theoretical perspectives and current thinking in the playwork field.  The majority of scripts for this qualification were 
presented in a logical format and the evidence within the assignments identified good practice in playwork. 

 


